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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. TYRRELL: I amtalking to M. M chael
M tchell.

And it is the 16th of February. The tinme
is 12:23 Eastern standard tine.

Okay. M. Mtchell, could you first tell
me a little bit about the organi zation that you
bel ong to and what the purpose of the trip, just for
background i nformation.

MR. M TCHELL: Essentially, nyself and ny
finance were invited on the trip by John Hall, who
according to the press releases is affiliated with
the USS M ssouri .

MR. TYRRELL: That is sonme sort of
hi storical organization.

MR. M TCHELL: You woul d have to ask John.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: But, nmy involvenment is
strictly, I ama friend of M. Hall. | have had
sone busi ness dealings with himand we were invited
on the trip.

MR. TYRRELL: | see. Okay.

Can you tell nme about what tine did you

arrive at, where did you go to assenble, | guess
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t hat woul d be a good place to start?

MR. M TCHELL: The, we had a group of, |
guess 12 plus two. You know, there were two that
actually live in Hawaii. And 12 of us were staying
at the Royal Hawaiian. And essentially took a van
to the Navy Base. And we had a Navy representative
meet us and take us to the submari ne.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And that was at the
subbase in Pearl| Harbor

MR. M TCHELL: That is correct.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. When you arrived at
Pear| Harbor, did they give you any kind of briefing
bef ore you went aboard the submarine?

MR. M TCHELL: No, we assenbled right in
front of the submarine and were introduced to
several nenmbers of the crew and Captain.

MR. TYRRELL: | see. Okay. And about what
time do you think it was that you went onboard?

MR. M TCHELL: | don’t recall the exact
time. | know it was, that we arrived at the base
about 6:30 and | know it took probably at |east an
hour to get to the submarine. It was sonewhere
around 7:30, eight o’ clock.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And when you got
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onboard, what was the first thing that you did?

MR. M TCHELL: They assenbled all of us in
the crew ness, and at that time they did give a
briefing of sorts of the subnmarine.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And was that in the
nature of a, of a safety briefing or was it a
nature, in the nature of information about
submari ne, background information?

MR. M TCHELL: | believe it was a little bit
of bot h.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: | don’t have clear
recol |l ection of exactly what was said in that brief,
but | do recall that we assenbled in the ness and
t hey had, you know, flat screen television in there
and showed, you know, sone pictures and did talk to
us about the submarine. And they did cover sone
safety issues in that brief.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Do you recall what any
of the safety issues -- would have been?

MR. M TCHELL: | know it was quoted that we
were to follow exact instructions of the officers on
the ship and that our access would be restricted.

MR. TYRRELL: Do you recall that yourself?--
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MR. M TCHELL: Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: For instance, they indicated
t hat we woul d not be, have any, any access behind
the crew ness to get to the reactor area and the
back part of the submarine.

MR. TYRRELL: | see. Did they nmention
anything at all about what types of nmaneuvers the
submari ne woul d be undergoi ng?

MR. M TCHELL: No. At that tinme they
i ndi cated that, you know, we were, had the
opportunity to be observers in their normal training
exerci ses.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: And at that tinme we really
didn’t know, they didn't get into you will be doing
this, and this and this. They didn't really outline
the entire schedul e.

MR. TYRRELL: Did they, did you have sone
i ndi cati on beforehand of how | ong you woul d be away?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: What did they say?

MR. M TCHELL: It was nore than what they

said, | nean, there was actually a schedul e.
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MR. TYRRELL: Yes.

MR. M TCHELL: You could get access to that
probably fromthe Navy, but there is a printed
schedul e of time.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: We weren’'t given a copy of
that. They said that was classified.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Now, when you, when
you, before the vessel got underway, got away from
the pier, did they, did you go through any kind of a
tour of the vessel?

MR. M TCHELL: Not really, because of the
Size restrictions on the sub, they had, left sone of
us down in the crew ness and then some were given
the opportunity to go up on top of the subnarine as
it was | eaving Pearl.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Up on the conning
t ower .

MR. M TCHELL: That is correct. And we put
on life vests, | remenber and, and we each kind of
had turns going up on, | guess the bow of the ship,
what ever you want to call it. And, and about two,
two to four at a tinme were given an opportunity to

go on top of the conning tower with the Captain.
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MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. This is while they
were, while the submarine was --

MR. M TCHELL: Departing Pearl on the
sur face.

MR. TYRRELL: -- on the surface. Okay.

Do you think, did you personally get an opportunity
to go onto both the conning tower and onto the main
deck?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, | did.

MR. TYRRELL: And do you think that everyone
in the group cycled through those positions?

MR. M TCHELL: | don't recall if everyone in
the group cycled through those positions. | would
say the majority did.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. | have heard on the
nmedia that there was 16 people in the group.

MR. M TCHELL: Again, ny recollection, our
group was 12. There were two Hawaiians, that was
14. There was, you know, you tell me, you know who
the author is, do you not?

MR. TYRRELL: Who the what?

MR. M TCHELL: The aut hor.

MR. TYRRELL: Oh, yes.

MR. M TCHELL: Sports witer.
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MR. TYRRELL: What is his name? Oh, he was
on tel evision yesterday. What is the other --

MR. M TCHELL: No, John Hall was the --

MR. TYRRELL: Oh --

(Pause.)

MR. TYRRELL: | can’'t renenmber his nane.
Here are all of the nanes that the Navy gave us.

MR. M TCHELL: That woul d be hel pful.

(Pause.)

MR. TYRRELL: Let’'s see there was Schnur,
Brehmer (ph), Watt, Hall, Snell, Feldman, Mtchell,
Cul l en, Thonman, Nol an, Clary.

MR. M TCHELL: Clary, Clary is the one who
was, he got all of the -- And then in addition to
the, | guess 14 of us and Clary would make 16.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: There was al so the Chief of
Staff, | think of the Admral’s, is it Branhuber,
Brandhuber (ph), Bob.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. | don’t have his
name, but that would be easy to find. Okay.

So --

MR. M TCHELL: And | would also tell you as,

as we were departing Pearl and they had sone ot her,
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sonme of us in the conning tower, | think sone of the
i ndividuals at that tinme had an opportunity to go to
t he command center as well.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: They kind of split us up a
little bit.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. How | ong do you think
you were on, after you departed that the base
submer ged?

MR. M TCHELL: | think it took quite awhile
to subnmerge, because | renenber being on top, seeing
the M ssouri off to one side. You know, we were at
sea before we subnerged.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: OCbvi ously.

MR. TYRRELL: All right. \When the vessel
submerged, what did you do, where did you go?

MR. M TCHELL: At that tinme they had us
bel ow deck and | believe | was in the Captain’'s
stateroom at that tinme or about that tinme. And we
were given an opportunity to go in the control room
during the subnerging.

MR. TYRRELL: And was everyone in the

control roomat the same tine?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

10

MR. M TCHELL: | don’t believe so. | think
t hey kind of cycled people through.

MR. TYRRELL: Where woul d you go when you
were cycled away fromthe --

MR. M TCHELL: Down to the ness.

MR. TYRRELL: To the ness, crew s ness?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: And there was the ward room
| mean, we took in two groups, had lunch aboard the
submari ne.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: In two groups. That is why,
you know, everyone wasn't together at the sane tine
because -- As we were going out to sea, | renenber
that we cycled through the two groups for |unch.

MR. TYRRELL: | see. So, up until, so after
you subnerged and you went to the control room
yoursel f --

MR. M TCHELL: We al so had tours of the
torpedo room because | actually went into the
torpedo room and was actually given an opportunity
to cram into the torpedo roomand wite ny nane on

the torpedo door with a grease pencil.
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MR. TYRRELL: So, the sequence of events
woul d be you subnerged, you went to the Captain’s
stateroom and then did you have lunch before you
went to the control roomor --

MR. M TCHELL: | don’t have perfect, perfect
recollection as to the exact sequence on that. |
bel i eve we viewed the torpedo room before |unch

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And then --

MR. M TCHELL: But, | could be m staken,
again, it is not crystal clear as to the exact
sequence.

MR. TYRRELL: Well, all I can ask is for the
best that you can do.

MR. M TCHELL: | don’t renenber.

MR. TYRRELL: So, you went to the torpedo
room and then you went to the control room

MR. M TCHELL: | believe so, yes.

MR. TYRRELL: Did you ever go into the sonar
roonf?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, we did. W did get a
tour of the sonar room

MR. TYRRELL: And was that about the sanme
time that you were in the control roonf

MR. M TCHELL: Yes.
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MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: AIl of that, | believe, was
before I unch.

MR. TYRRELL: O©h, okay.

MR. M TCHELL: OCkay. All those sequence of
events that we just nmentioned were before |unch.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And about what tinme
was it that you ate |unch?

MR. M TCHELL: Probably ate lunch around, we
were the second seating, | renenber that. So, it
may have been close to one o’ clock

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And after |unch, what
happened?

MR. M TCHELL: After the second seating of
l unch, that is when they began the maneuvers. And
we, we all assenmbled on the, in the control room
Actually the Captain gave us the option to either go
to the control roomor the crew s nmess where, you
know, they have got |enpnade and ice tea in kind of
see through containers. And he said, you know, it
is an interesting spot to be when going through
maneuvers because you can actually see the pitch of
the ship. But, | believe everyone elected to go to

the control room
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MR. TYRRELL: So, everyone went to the,
everyone was in the control room

MR. M TCHELL: So, this was ny second tour
of the control room The first tour of the control
room | actually got to assist as the submarine
submer ged.

MR. TYRRELL: ©h, you did.

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, | got to sit in the |eft
hand seat, again, with cl ose supervision of the crew
menber right behind nme. -1 did the down bubbl e.

MR. TYRRELL: Down bubbl e. Does that nean -

MR. M TCHELL: That is actually when we
submer ged.

MR. TYRRELL: I|Is that the plane, the stern

pl ane?

MR. M TCHELL: To be honest, | don’t have a
perfect recollection of which seat did what. | know
the seat that | was in, it was kind of like a, an

ai rplane or a car steering wheel.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght.

MR. M TCHELL: And | would pull it back and
push it forward to make the angle of descent go up

and down.
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MR. TYRRELL: | see.

MR. M TCHELL: And | believe it was the |eft
hand seat .

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: When Clary was in the seat at
the time of the accident, he was in the right hand
seat. So, | am not sure which did what.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Al right, and then
this was during the subnerging.

MR. M TCHELL: Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Can you take ne
t hrough what they did before the actual subnergence
as far as giving you instructions?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, they actually allowed
sone of the guests onboard to participate in it,
where, you know, one person could say dive, dive,

di ve, sonebody got to blow the dive horn, | believe.
And, you know, | got to take the submarine down.
Agai n, again, | had a crew nenber literally sitting
there right on ny shoulders. | don’t know if he had
hi s hands on ny hands, | don't think he did. But,
you have got a little piece of glass that kind
floats, alnost |ike nmercury floating up and down in

it, and he would tell ne to keep it right there at,
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you know, five degree down bubble, keep it at 10
degree down bubble and I would maneuver the stick
forward and back to hit, to keep it in that zone.
And | think what they were dong at that point, was
trying to ballast the ship to kind of get it to
neutral. Because what they explained is every tine
they go out, you have got different weight on the
shi p, you know, | guess, the people you have got on
the ship, all of that stuff, so that they have got
to kind of figure out what, how to get it to neutral
buoyancy. - -

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. What exactly were you
tasked to do, what were your instructions as far as
during the subnerging operation? Did they tell you
put it to a particular |ocation?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, they did. Yes, they
did. And it changed, because as the submarine went
down, they got different, different angles. At one
point it was 10 degree down bubble, five degree down
bubbl e, neutral down bubble, as the submarine
actually went down and | evel ed off.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. They were giving you
specific directions on where to put it.

MR. M TCHELL: ©h, yeah, yes.
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MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And - -

MR. M TCHELL: Specific instructions with
mul ti pl e peopl e watching what | was doing. | nean,
it wasn’t like they said, here is the keys to the
sub, have fun.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght.

MR. M TCHELL: | nean, that wasn't the
experience. To the extent, | don’t know that even
when | was doing that, | really influenced anyt hing.

| mean, you know, it was kind, | think it was an
experience, | enjoyed it. It was kind of |ike you
are getting the opportunity to ride or to drive a
sub, but inreality it is not |like |I had
unsupervi sed control of the ship. Not even close.
| had rmultiple people standing right there next to
me.

MR. TYRRELL: But, did they have their hands
on the controls as well?

MR. M TCHELL: | don’t believe so.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: | think the only tine that
they may have put their hands on mne, if | got it
slightly out of the zone. A crew nenber stepped in

and hel ped pull back, push forward to get it back to
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where | was suppose to be, the down bubbl e.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So, you were sitting
in the seat and where were they, where were they
st andi ng?

MR. M TCHELL: Literally right on ny
shoul ders. | nean, it is pretty close quarters and
he was literally like, |I think he actually had his
hands on ny shoul ders.

MR. TYRRELL: OGCkay. He was behind you
t hen.

MR. M TCHELL: Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: Behind nme and al nost I|i ke
| eani ng over ny shoul der watchi ng exactly what was
going on. Like |I said, it was close supervision.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Were there any
problenms with the submergence?

MR. M TCHELL: No.

MR. TYRRELL: Not hing that you can detect
anyway?

MR. M TCHELL: No. My inpressions of the
crew, unbelievably professional, you know, in
everything that they were doing.

MR. TYRRELL: That is great.
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Al right. So, after the submarine reached
its subnerged depth, do you renmenber what that was?
MR. M TCHELL: | renenber that, | don’t

remenmber what the submerged depth was at that point

in tinme.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: | know t he maxi mum depth t hat
we went to, but, | believe that was after |unch when

we were doi ng maneuvers.

MR. TYRRELL: The submergence was before
[ unch.

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, we subnerged before
| unch, even, we subnerged before lunch and then it
was kind of |ike one group that wasn’t having |lunch
got a tour of the sonar room and you know, stay in
the control roomwhile the first group had | unch
with the Captain in the ward room

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: | amsorry, | am junping
around a little bit.

MR. TYRRELL: No, no, this is fine. This
is, it is not often that people are asked to recal
everything that they did at a particular tinme. You

know, it is not easy thing to do.
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Ckay. So, after the vessel reached its
subnmerged depth, did you remain in the seat at the
time, or did sonebody take your place or --

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, | remained in the seat
for quite awhile and then was just relieved by the
person that was behind ny shoulders. It was kind of
i ke, okay, you have had enough now, he took over
and we went to do other things. Again, you know, I
t hi nk, you nentioned sonar room | know we got to
see the sonar room | think we got to see a little
bit of the communications room

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: And different parts of the
sub.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Okay. So, then after
t he second seating of lunch and they decided to
start these maneuvers, did they tell you what kind
of maneuvers they were going to do?

MR. M TCHELL: They told us exactly, |
bel i eve.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: My recollection was they kind
of went through we are going to do these particular

maneuvers. We took the submarine down and they, you
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know, they said, you read the press that the maxi mum
depth of the submarine is 600 feet or 800 feet, or
what ever the nunber was, we exceeded that depth.
Don’t think that was partially just national

security that it, the submarine has a capacity to a

| ot deeper than that.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Ri ght. What type of
maneuvers did they say ahead of tine that they were
going to perfornf

MR. M TCHELL: | don't recall exactly what
they called them but essentially were doing |like 30
degree turns |left, 30 degree turns right. And you
actually could feel and you would nove literally on
t he submarine as you noved. And | think they were
standard training exercises on evasive maneuvers,
woul d be what | would call it.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Do you recall any
particul ar, anything they said that was particul ar
in reference to the emergency blow, | think they
call, operation?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, the Captain said that we
were going to do that as the | ast exercise before
goi ng back to Pearl.

MR. TYRRELL: Did he say anything about the
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significance of the exercise or you know, any --

MR. M TCHELL: | think he said they
practiced that in case of an enmergency where the
submari ne woul d have to conme to surface, they have
to practice that maneuver.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And when they did
that, do you think the guests were still in the
control roonf

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, they were.

MR. TYRRELL: What is your inpression of the
control roomat that time as far as was it noisy?

MR. M TCHELL: The whole, it was quieter
t han church

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So, the guests weren't
t al ki ng.

MR. M TCHELL: No, it was very clear that
you coul d speak --

MR. TYRRELL: Oops, | am sorry.

MR. M TCHELL: You could speak if spoken to,
and no, seriously, | nmean, | think they even used
the reference to, | don't knowif it was the XO or
anot her crew nenber, but when you are in the control
room you know, you keep qui et.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. What about, was there
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any movenent of anybody, crew nenber or guest around
in the area?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes, the crew nenbers would
go through whatever their normal routines were. |
mean, | know that there were sone crew nenbers
novi ng. And back behind the control is kind of the
mappi ng area, and so you had some of us kind back in
that area and just kind of taking positions where
basically they told us to stand. You can stand
here, and that is exactly where we stayed.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So, the guests were
not novi ng about anywhere?

MR. M TCHELL: No.

MR. M TCHELL: You know, we were noving

relatively to like |leaning and stuff, as the sub

noved.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: It is just everybody was
affected by the gravity, | guess.

MR. TYRRELL: Right. Okay, but nobody was
moving from point A to point B?

MR. M TCHELL: No. For instance, ny
position, | was standing really, there are two

peri scopes.
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MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: | woul d have been on the
ri ght hand side of the second periscope, standing
directly behind Clary initially, before we started
t he, the energency bl ow procedure and behind the
Capt ai n.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So, you were |ined up
with the right hand seat nore or |ess.

MR. M TCHELL: The right hand seat is a
little bit further to the left. 1 was aligned with
t he second periscope tube where | had kind of a
clear view to where you exited the control room
but, you know, | had clear view of, you know, the
i nstrunents.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Clary was in the seat,
ri ght hand seat.

MR. M TCHELL: He wasn't in the seat
initially, he was standing next to nme. At the tinme
of the energency blow, the Captain gave specific
instructions and essentially designated two, two
volunteers to assist in the transaction.

MR. TYRRELL: Two vol unteer guests.

MR. M TCHELL: Yes. Bear with ne one

second.
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MR. TYRRELL: Sure.

(Pause.)

MR. M TCHELL: Could you hold for one
second?

MR. TYRRELL: Certainly.

(Pause.)

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: So where were we? The
Captain asked for two vol unteers.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght.

MR. M TCHELL: And he didn't really ask for
volunteers to be honest with you. The energency
bl ow procedure, he designated who was going to
assi st in the deal

MR. TYRRELL: Yes.

MR. M TCHELL: He didn’t, it wasn't Iike,
okay, who wants to do it. It was literally, it was
John Hall, you go stand over there, and do the
| evers. And he designated Clary and | think he asked
Clary three tinmes, because Clary first said he
didn't want to do it. To sit in the, and |I believe
he was in the right hand seat.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: And again, my view of Clary
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when he took the seat was sonewhat obstructed and
that | was behind the second periscope.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Do you recall them
goi ng through any procedure to check for surface
contacts --

M TCHELL: Yes.
TYRRELL: Before --

M TCHELL: Yes.

2 ® 3 3

TYRRELL: Okay. Can you descri be what
you recall?

MR. M TCHELL: The Captain went through
detail, he asked the people who were in control of
the ship at that tinme, to cone to periscope depth.
And we, in fact, did that. And there are at | east
two and I would al nost call themtel evision screens.

| don’t think they are really flat screens, that
al l owed you to see what he was | ooking at through
the periscope. They canme up to periscope depth and
one of the officers, | don't recall his nane,
cleared the periscope. Which he means he brought it
up to periscope depth and he did, | believe, at
|l east two to three full 360 degree rotations wth
t he periscope. And | was watching the screen as he

was doing it. And, you know, my recollection, what
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there were waves, so, it wasn't |like you had just a

clear line of sight until the end of time, but you

know, you went around several times and the waves

aren’t ever in the sane spot at the sanme tinme, but

saw absol utely not hing when he did his |ook.

he conpleted it, the Captain asked or

After

said he was

going to take a look and lifted his glasses up,

saw him put his eyes on the periscope in two

addi tional full rotations, which | also watched in

the flat screen monitor. And | amjust telling you

what | saw

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: To the best of ny know edge,

| didn’t see anything. | nean, all |

remenber

seeing in the periscope view on those five or

rotati ons were that there were waves,

and it

appeared to be clear. It is black and white,

Si X

It

not color. But, | did not see any, any surface

vessel s.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

t he announcenents fromthe sonar crew concerning

contacts in the area?

MR. M TCHELL: | did not.
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MR. TYRRELL: Okay.
MR. M TCHELL: That is not to say it didn't
happen. | didn't, | just don’t recall it.

MR. TYRRELL: Right. | see. Ckay. Ckay.

MR. M TCHELL: Do you want ne to continue?

MR. TYRRELL: Yes, please.

MR. M TCHELL: Once he cleared the
peri scope, they put the periscope down and the
Captain ordered for us to go to 400 feet.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: | believe was the order, and
he expl ai ned as we were goi ng down that subnarine,
you know, in an enmergency bl ow procedure, we would
cone up to the surface literally in about 10 seconds
from400 feet. So, we went down to 400 feet. MWy
recol l ection was that there wasn’'t a whole | ot of
time that passed between the periscope view ng and
reaching 400 feet and then doing the enmergency bl ow
procedur e.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: Again, | didn't have a stop
watch on it. | would guess less than five m nutes.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay.
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MR. M TCHELL: At that tinme, he instructed
Hal |, or he had sonmebody say energency bl ow and bl ow
the horn, | believe. It may have been Todd s wife.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: And then John was to push the
| evers, | believe either forward or backward and
actually count out |oud for 10 seconds or whatever
as he did it, which created, | guess, they pushed
the water out of the ballast tanks or whatever and
then we began to ascend. You could feel the ascent.

You were, and | was watching the depth gauge, you
could see us rapidly ascending to the surface.

MR. TYRRELL: OGCkay. During the ascent, did
any of the submarine crew say anything before,
bef ore i nmpact?

MR. M TCHELL: What | recall is, you know,
there were, one of the crew nenbers had nentioned
when the front of the ship was out of the water
whi ch again occurs, | don’'t knowif it was 75 feet,
50 feet, whatever, but the front of the ship was out
of the water, and nothing was said until, you know,
the ship was com ng out, and ny recollection was it
wasn't like it was this huge shutter on the ship or

anything. It was literally like alnost |ike two
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clicks. And the Captain, ny recollection was that
he said, you know, “what the hell was that”. |

don’t think he used “Jesus”, | think he said “what
the hell was that?” And one of the officers to the
left of himl ooked back and said, “Captain, sir,
have no idea.” And at that point, as the ship, you
know, surfaced, you know, his eyes got, | think he
knew at that tinme that we had nmade contact with
sonmet hing, ny inmpressions then | thought sonething
m ght have broken on the submarine. At that point
he asked very quickly, “will ny guests please exit
the control roomand go down to the officers nmess.”
And it was dead silence. W filed out of there and
ri ght down into the officers nmess, the crew ness, |
am sorry, not the officers nmess, the crew ness. And
when we got down there, | heard, you know, you hear
over the intercomand | don’t exactly recall what he
said, but it was, you know, we made contact with the
surface vessel. You know, at that point when we
were in the crews’ ness, there is a flat screen
television in there and it was on and it shows what
is being viewed through the periscope.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: And | could see the ship.
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MR. TYRRELL: What did it look |ike?

MR. M TCHELL: You know, first | thought it
was a yacht and there was sone confusion initially
as to the size of the deal, whether it was a whale
wat chi ng ship, | think was the first report that we
got. It appeared to ne that | saw people scranbling
around inside the ship. You could actually see
people. It had, you know, kind of |ike cutout
w ndow deal s, that | renmenber seeing. And it
appeared to nme it was, the waves were rather |arge,
so you could see it go up and down, but it appeared
to be sinking, you know, it wasn’t like, |ike you
see in Titanic where the front of the ship cones up
and it goes down, you know, vertical, it |ooked to
me like it was sinking horizontally.

MR. TYRRELL: Just going bodily down.

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, and we probably weren’t
in the crews ness for nore than a few m nutes
| ooking at that deal. At that point, the Captain
had announced over the intercom *“please prepare for
rescue procedures”, and at that point we were
escorted to the torpedo room

MR. TYRRELL: | see.

MR. M TCHELL: AIl of us. And basically
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were put in the far part of the torpedo room where
we were absolutely, conpletely out of the way. And
t hey were converting the crews ness, | believe, into
a place to take survivors off the boat. And | know
that they, they were noving emergency equipnment.
And down in the torpedo room you know, we assisted
alittle bit with, you know, they have got like a
pole, with a little hook on it, | guess you use to
hel p get people out or whatever, and you know, we
assisted getting that untangled down in the torpedo
room And there was just dead silence. W were all
i n shock.

MR. TYRRELL: Did you actually see the
vessel sink below the surface of the water?

MR. M TCHELL: No. Literally we were, we
were not in crews nmess that long. But, the
peri scope viewi ng deal in the room was on at that
point, so we saw the ship. And everyone was
devast at ed.

MR. TYRRELL: O her than the announcenent
t hat you heard to rescue people, did you hear any
ot her announcenents during this tinme over the | oud
speaker systenf?

MR. M TCHELL: The Captain told the crew
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t hat, you know, basically to, you know, -- to do
their procedures. He was very professional.

MR. TYRRELL: What happened next after that?

MR. M TCHELL: We were down in the torpedo
roomfor a period of tine as they prepared to take
survivors aboard the ship. You know, you would get
relatively constant updates as the Captain woul d
speak over the |oud speaker to the crew and we would
just listen in.

MR. TYRRELL: What was he sayi ng?

MR. M TCHELL: You know, | believe he was
just tal king about, you know, diver getting prepared
to |l eave the sub to go out. The Coast Guard had
been called, that he had called the Coast Guard and
the ETA of the helicopters was 15 m nutes.

MR. TYRRELL: | see.

MR. M TCHELL: That ETA of the Coast Guard
cutter and whatever else they were sendi ng out was
45 m nutes. So, you know, he was giving those types
of updat es.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. What about the, did
you say sonet hing about the reaction of, how did the
crew appear to be reacting to all of this?

MR. M TCHELL: Very professionally. | nean,
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obviously they were, it wasn’t like, | mean, the
passengers, the civilians were, it was |ike our
heads down and just, you know, we were just
horrified. The crew, you know, in ny opinion,
operated the way you would want themto react if |
were in the water. | nmean, they were, they were
goi ng about their specific tasks.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Al right. So, you are
in the torpedo room how |long did you stay in the
t orpedo room | guess --

MR. M TCHELL: | think it had to have been
at least 10 or 15 minutes. The helicopters may have
even been on site before we left the torpedo room

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. And when you left the
torpedo room where did you go?

MR. M TCHELL: We reassenbled in the crews
mess, you know, there was, the Captain had indicated
that the seas were too high to allow for themto
safely take any of the survivors aboard the ship.
And | believe --

(Tape change.)

MR. M TCHELL: You don’t get a view fromthe
types of waves fromthe pictures that you see on the

news, about the submarine, the waves were rather
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high, in nmy opinion. | amnot an expert. | amjust
telling you it appeared to be as if, you know, what
we saw with the periscope was | ooking at, you have
got to remenber we are feeling the notion of the
submari ne.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght.

MR. M TCHELL: That, that the waves were
hi gh.

MR. TYRRELL: Could you see through the
periscope at any time, or through the video display
t hrough the periscope, could you see, actually see
t he deck of the submarine?

MR. M TCHELL: You could see the deck of the
submarine, but you also, it would go, it would
al nost go out of vision slightly with the waves.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: So, you would literally conme
back up and then go down. Back up and go down. You
could see that it was sinking, but the part of the
vi sual that we were seeing was the waves.

MR. TYRRELL: So, you saw the waves com ng
over the deck of the submarine fromthe video --

MR. M TCHELL: Not over the deck of the

submarine. Over the deck of the crippled ship.
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MR. TYRRELL: Oh, oh, okay, okay.
MR. M TCHELL: The periscope view, you don’t
really see the deck of the shinp.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So you didn't see your

own deck.

MR. M TCHELL: No.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: | am just saying it appeared
that, | know what the deck | ooked |Iike when | was on

it, when we were | eaving Pearl.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: And it was absolute, you
know, pristine, no waves.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght.

MR. M TCHELL: And, you know, Hel en, who was
with ne, actually got a splash of water on face up
in the conning tower, so, you know, you could see
where the water was com ng over top of the haul just
as we were noving.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: So, you, if you put waves out
t here and, you know, and | understand where you
couldn’t stand on that deck.

MR. TYRRELL: Right. Okay.
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MR. M TCHELL: And it also said that it
appeared that the survivors were all in the life
boats, and you know, my inpression was that there
was concern on the safety of the, of trying to bring
t he survivors aboard the submarine.

MR. TYRRELL: | see. Okay.

MR. M TCHELL: And that everything was being
done to get the helicopter rescue boats out there.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Al right. So, you
wer e brought back to the, | think you said crews
nmess.

MR. M TCHELL: Crews ness.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. And what happened
t hen?

MR. M TCHELL: The crew and the Captain, |
think the Captain even cane down and addressed us,
you know, wal ked t hrough, he kept us updated as to
ki nd of what was going on, | mean. What | recall in
the crews ness was that at one point they had call ed
t he Navy and the decision had been nade that the
submarine was going to remain out, participating in
t he search and rescue operations overnight. And it
was sonet hing that upset a | ot of us, that we were,

you know, the first reaction is, are you telling nme
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everything. |Is there sonething wong with the ship?
Is it going to sink?

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: You know, am |, you know, in
danger. And so when they first told us that we
woul d be spending the night on the ship, several of
us were quite upset.

MR. TYRRELL: Yes.

MR. M TCHELL: And that is when, either the
XO or the Captain, | think, came down and reassured
us that the vessel was fine. There was nothing
wong with it. That we had been instructed to stay
at sea and that we were going to participate in the
search and rescue. That they would nmake
accommodations for our sleeping aboard the sub. In
ot her words, they cleared out one section of the
submarine to give us space to sleep

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. So, you remai ned
aboard the submarine for the rest of the, overnight
t hen?

MR. M TCHELL: Yes. You know, | know we
had, we ate another neal there in the crews ness and
then we basically, at some point we were, the guests

basically took over the officers, the ward room |
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think is what they call it.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: Which, you know, is where we
had | unch.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: And at that point they
assi gned one particular officer, who essentially,
you know, al nost baby sat us. Stayed there with us
the whole tine. The Captain cane in on severa
occasi ons throughout the evening, giving us updates
as to what was goi ng on.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Does anything in
particul ar stand out in your mnd during this period
that you were told, that m ght be, that m ght be
i nportant to ny investigation?

MR. M TCHELL: No, all | can tell you is
that the Captain made it very clear to the crew
that, you know, the integrity, not enbellish any
stories, and to tell the facts if asked. And, you
know, we heard that obviously as well. You know,
the rest of the evening on the ship, you know,
sonber, you know, we basically were just kind of all
there in the roomtogether, you know, | think they

had a novie or sonething on to try to give us
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sonething to | ook at. And, you know, nost people
didn't sleep very well, but, you know, we did get an
opportunity to sleep down bel ow decks. You know, at
one point, Helen and | asked and were given

perm ssion to go back up to the control roomjust to
observe the search and rescue operation.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: But, this was |ate at night,
| ater at night.

MR. TYRRELL: | see. Did anybody ask the
Captai n why, why the accident had happened?

MR. M TCHELL: You know, we, he was cl ear
that, | don't think he knows. | don't think he knew
at that tinme what went wong. You know, | tell you
my inpressions of the Captain were all extrenely
favor abl e.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: And we were all just
di straught that, you know, we can’t believe this has
happened to this guy. | mean, he has got to be one
of the best COs the Navy has got. And | don’t know,
| don’t, | can’t even really specul ate what went
wr ong.

MR. TYRRELL: | was just wondering if
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anybody had asked himthat, that particular
guesti on.

MR. M TCHELL: They may have, and he
couldn’t, you know, couldn’t respond.

MR. TYRRELL: But, you didn't hear a
response?

MR. M TCHELL: No, | did not hear a
response.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. How | ong were you or
how did you get off the vessel, when?

MR. M TCHELL: We basically stayed out
overni ght and at that one point the next norning, we
were told that we were, had been rel eased fromthe
area, and that we were goi ng back to Pearl

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: And what happened at that
point, we were in the surface, obviously, after the
acci dent, we stayed on the surface the entire tine.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: And at sone point, you know,
t hey gave us an ETA that we were going to get 9:30
or sonmething in the norning, and you know, we were
nmovi ng, you know, at four or five knots into, into

port.
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MR. TYRRELL: You went back to the sane
pl ace were you boarded the vessel ?

MR. M TCHELL: No, before we, we, | think
Hi ckman Air Force Base is on your right hand side as
you are going into the submarine area, before we
ki nd of rounded the turn where | guess the reporters
wer e assenbl ed, they had brought out a boat and we
di senbar ked the submarine into the boat.

MR. TYRRELL: OGCkay.

MR. M TCHELL: At that point several
officers fromthe Navy got on the ship. So, they
brought, you know, several other officers out to the
ship as we disenbarked.

MR. TYRRELL: Did the Navy, | know you have
told me what the Captain told you about telling the
truth and all of that stuff, did anyone el se from
the Navy give you any kind of instructions about
what to say or not to say?

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, on the boat we were net
with a chaplain fromthe Navy as well as several
other officers and they were consoling us as we went
back into port. We went into drydock. W were al
escorted fromthe drydock to a waiting van and then

taken to an auditorium At which tine, | think it
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is Adm ral Konetzni (ph), | hope | pronounced his
name right. He addressed us along with the JAG
Commander, John McDonal d.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: Bob Brubaker, who agai n was
the, supposedly Chief of Staff for Adm ral Konetzni,
was there as well, as well as several other
officers. And they gave us essentially a debrief.
| think Konetzni canme forward and was very
enotional. You could tell that they were severely
affected by the loss of |ife. Because |I think they
knew, you know, we had all these press reports about
t hem out searching for survivors and they were
searching for bodies. | nean, they were aware of
the fact that, you know, everybody had gotten out
t hat had been on the sub, or on the boat, had been
rescued.

MR. TYRRELL: When did you find out how many
peopl e were m ssing?

MR. M TCHELL: Actually, again, there were
bits and pieces of information right after the
collision, you know, they were having trouble, the
Captain canme over the intercom and asked if anyone

spoke Chinese, initially, because they thought it
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was, they could not conmmunicate with the people in
the water. And eventually, you know, we found out,
you know, he nmentioned it was a Japanese fishing
boat and | guess that cane up |later during the
evening. And that the Captain of the vessel, you
know, had conflicting stories as to how many were on
t he boat .

MR. TYRRELL: | see.

MR. M TCHELL: But, he did announce that at
one point that they thought there were 35 or 36
people on the boat. That 25 or so had been rescued
and that there were nine uncounted for.

MR. TYRRELL: | see. Well, is there anything
el se you think about this incident that you can
recall that you think would be hel pful for nme?

MR. M TCHELL: | think I probably covered
everything. | nmean, | wll tell you that the Navy,
their instructions to us were really, they
apol ogi zed, you know, for the fact that we had to be
involved in that. And that they were taking every
steps that they could to assist the famlies and
survivors of the ship. You know, they, | was kind
of surprised about, they didn't |ike debrief all of

us individually and say, well, what was your
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experience on the boat? | figure they, | guess they
have got enough expert w tnesses on the ship who
knew what happened, that they didn't think that our,
our observations were, you know. We don’t know what
we were seeing in sone instances.

MR. TYRRELL: Right. Okay.

MR. M TCHELL: And they, you know, they did
not give us any specific instructions that thy shall
not talk to the press. You know, there was, there
was di scussi on anong the people in the room you
know, that we really didn’t want to get drugged into
this, and that, | know we asked the question, if the
Navy coul d keep from having our nanes rel eased.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght.

MR. M TCHELL: And they said they would do
everything to protect our privacy.

MR. TYRRELL: Yes. They certainly did that.

MR. M TCHELL: Probably to their detrinment.

The press has had gone off and -- You know, there
i's no snoking gun on the passengers on the boat.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MR. M TCHELL: You know, in ny view we did
not obstruct the crew in any way. The only pl ace

where, you know, it took sonme tine, is they had to

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

45

have an officer baby sit us.

MR. TYRRELL: Ri ght.

MR. M TCHELL: You know, on the bridge, you
know, | got an opportunity to, to drive in the
subnmerging, | can tell you, it is not like they are
turning over the ship to civilians to drive. |
mean, it, | tell you my other inpressions again, the
Captai n was, you know, he appeared to be a great
| eader, | think. It is a tragedy. | knowif it was
equi pnent failure. | mean, | can’t, | don’t know
what happened.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. wel |, thank you very
much for taking the time out of your day to talk to
me. |If there is sonmething else that you recal
|ater, in a day or two even, a week or two, if you,
if you think it is inmportant, you can give nme a call
back and let me know. | would appreciate it.

MR. M TCHELL: OCkay.

MR. TYRRELL: | understand that --

MR. M TCHELL: Wbuld you like to talk to
Hel en?

MR. TYRRELL: Yes, | would. And I --

MR. M TCHELL: She is here. Wuld you want

to talk to her now?
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MR. TYRRELL: Could I, ny conmand center --
MR. M TCHELL: Call you back.
MR. TYRRELL: My command center is paging nme

MR. M TCHELL: OCkay.

MR. TYRRELL: And I need to find out why
they are trying to get me. Could you possibly cal
back on that 800 number in say half hour or so.

MR. M TCHELL: Half hour. Ckay.

MR. TYRRELL: | would really appreciate it.

(Pause.)

MR. M TCHELL: Can we do it after lunch, if
that is okay?

MR. TYRRELL: Yes, you coul d.

MR. M TCHELL: We aren’t trying to avoid
anyt hing, but --

MR. TYRRELL: No, that would be fine.

MR. M TCHELL: -- we have got sone
appoi ntnents. Basically, what we did, we just got
out of town. We were in Las Vegas.

MR. TYRRELL: Oh, | don’t blanme you.

MR. M TCHELL: | didn’'t want to be anywhere
near the, the press has been calling and agai n,

don’t think I add anything to the press stuff. And I
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don't mnd talking to you, telling you anything you
want to know.

MR. TYRRELL: Right. That would be great.

MR. M TCHELL: | just --

MR. TYRRELL: Right after, let’'s see, what
time do you have right now, about, is it about noon
or 11 o’ clock out, one --

MR. M TCHELL: It is 10:10.

MR. TYRRELL: Ten, ten, okay. Call ne back
at --

MR. M TCHELL: And | will tell you this,
al so you haven’t asked, but we do have pictures.

MR. TYRRELL: That would be fantastic, if |
coul d get copies of them

MR. M TCHELL: OCkay.

MR. TYRRELL: | will give you, do you have
pencil| and paper?

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah.

MR. TYRRELL: AIl right. The mailing address

MR. M TCHELL: They don’t show anything, |
mean, | don't think it is anything that is
reveal i ng, but --

MR. TYRRELL: Well, | would still like to
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| ook at them

MR. M TCHELL: OCkay.

MR. TYRRELL: The mailing address is
Nati onal Transportation Safety Board, Ofice of
Mari ne Safety, 490 L' Enfant Pl aza, East.

MR. M TCHELL: Four, nine, oh.

MR. TYRRELL: L’ Enfant Plaza, L-’-E-N-F-A-N-

MR. M TCHELL: OKAY.

MR. TYRRELL: Washington, D.C., the zip code
is 20594. And if you could call nme back say at one
o' clock your time, if that is convenient or after
you finish lunch

MR. M TCHELL: Yeah, between one or one
thirty our time, we will call back and you can talk
to Hel en.

MR. TYRRELL: That would be great. Thank
you very much

MR. M TCHELL: OCkay. Thanks.

MR. TYRRELL: Bye, bye.

(Tape ends.)
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